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ABSTRACT

Theaim ofthisresearchisto examine the effects of genderand age, aswell as their
potential interaction, on self-esteem across early, middle, and late adolescence.
The study included 305 elementary school students, 324 high school students,
and 281 university students. The average age of participants was M = 12.57
(SD =.63) in the younger adolescent group, M = 16.49 (SD =.57) in the middle
adolescent group, and M = 20.51 (SD = 1.16) in the older adolescent group. The
following measurement instruments were used: General Data Questionnaire
and Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale. The results of the two-way ANOVA showed
a statistically significant main effect of age group (F(2, 904) = 5.77, p =.00, n?
=.01). Neither the main effect of gender nor the interaction between gender
and age group were statistically significant, indicating that self-esteem levels
do not differ significantly between males and females within any age group.
The post hoc analysis showed a statistically significant difference in mean self-
esteem scores between the younger and middle adolescent groups, with middle
adolescents reporting lower self-esteem. The obtained results are discussed in

relation to the developmental caracteristics of different periods of adolescence.
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SAZETAK:

Cilj istraZivanja je ispitivanje uticaja pola i uzrasta, kao i njihove moguce
interakcije, na samopostovanje u periodu rane, srednje i kasne adolescencije.
IstrazZivanje je obuhvatilo 305 ucenika osnovne Skole, 324 ucenika srednje
Skole i 281 studenta univerziteta. Prosjecna starost ispitanika u grupi mladih
adolescenata iznosila je M = 12.57 (SD =.63), u grupi srednjih adolescenata M
= 16.49 (SD =.57), dok je u grupi starijih adolescenata prosjec¢na starost bila
M = 20.51 (SD = 1.16). Kao instrumenti mjerenja koris¢eni su: Upitnik opstih
podataka i Rozenbergova skala samopostovanja. Rezultati dvosmjerne ANOVA-e
pokazali su statisticki znacajan glavni efekat uzrasne grupe (F(2, 904) = 5.77,
p = .00, n* = .01). Ni glavni efekat pola, niti efekat interakcije pola i uzrasne
grupe nisu bili statisticki znacajni, Sto implicira da se nivoi samopostovanja ne
razlikuju znacajno izmedu muskih i Zenskih ispitanika u okviru bilo koje uzrasne
grupe. Posthoc analiza je pokazala da se prosjecan skor samoposStovanja u grupi
srednjih adolescenata znacajno razlikuje od onog u grupi mladih adolescenata,
ukazujué¢i na to da srednji adolescenti izvjestavaju o znacajno niZzem nivou
samopostovanja u odnosu na mlade adolescente. Dobijeni rezultati razmatraju

se u kontekstu razvojnih specifi¢nosti razlicitih perioda adolescencije.
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